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Sir Hubert Wmlkms,,
Explorer, 70, Dies

Expert on Weather Extremes
Flew Over Polar Ice Caps

FRAMINGHADM, Mass. — (7 — Sir Hubert Wilkins, 70,
lamed Australian-born explorer of the North and South poles,
was fourd dead In his hotel room,

He was |ast seen Sunday
cleaning hlz aute, Dirt on his
hands and the
fact le. was
wearlng his
{ovepcoat  indi
peated  he Had
collapsed on
golng to hiy
POOML

© Medicgl ex-
{aminer Dr, Irv-
ing Weisenield,
(expressed the  wuseer Witk

|opinion death was due ta &
heart attack.

Informed of his death, Lady
Wilkins, the former Broadway
#ciress Susan Bennelt, burst
into tears {n her Mew York
apartment She lell immedi
[ntely by train for Framing-
ham

Zir Huberl had been Living
lsete [oi 16 Wéars iR coRRse-
lion with his work with the
Quartermaster Corps. He had
an allice in nearby Natick
where e was a geographer
for the Army's Quariérmaster
Research and Develapment
Cenler,

O of his groatest interests
was In helping in prepartions
for the present Intermational

Ceophysical “Year,

&lr Hubert, educated in Aus
tralip, spent five summers and
portions of 26 wintars in Ao
tie regions. He was an author:
ity on exireme cold and hot
climates,

Hn proved the feasibility of

flight over the ice caps of the
pelar wastes,

Arked onee to figure how |
maRY countriss fn the warkd

he had visited Sir Hubert pe
pjm I“I'lll

An authority on submarine
exploration, Wilking sald that
with the upper end of a sub-
marine's snarkel electrically
keated, “there are practically
no places where wog can't
penctrate the ice at will, and
the =narkef used as an elevator |
can bring up anvthing from &
man to an alreraflt”

WILKINE [light of 2,100
miles from Alagka to Europs
acroes the polar lee caps was |,
hailed At the time as the greas-
est of all Aretle flights

In 1881 he (eok an Arciic
criise In the sriginal Nou:
filus, n Navy submarine, in
an mitempt to reach the poke
under the ice.,

The Nautiles had an “in-
glacius Aretle carser. It finally
veached Spitzhergen after re-
curring breakdowna and tows,
It was evideni that it would
never reach the pole but a
short . experimental irip was
miade cunder the fee. Wilkins
finally got permission of the
Navy to sink the sub.

The MNavy's atomic powered
Mautilus erossed the pole
under the ke this year.




